
 

 

The Cranford Public School District’s 

 
Cranford Reading Academy 

 
 

The Cranford Reading Academy (CRA) is an early intervention evidence-
based reading program that significantly improves the ability to read of 
students in grades 1-8 with severe reading disabilities. An example of a 
disability the CRA addresses is dyslexia—a neurological-based learning 

disability that impairs a person’s ability to process sounds of letters into 

words.   
 
 
How the Program Works 

Seven state-licensed teachers, trained in the multi-sensory phonics-based 
Orton-Gillingham approach to teaching reading, meet one-on-one with 28 
students on Saturdays from September to May to improve students’ word 
attack (word-level phonetic decoding skills), word identification (the ability 

to read isolated real words), passage comprehension (the ability to 
understand the passage including inferred meanings), and reading fluency 
(the ability to recognize and sound out words quickly). 
 

 
The program, which has supported since its 2004 inception more than 160 
students (based not on ethnicity, sex, income level, or ability to pay, but 

solely on NEED), seeks to provide intervention at the moment an issue 
surfaces, and when the greatest progress can typically be made.  In addition 

to bringing students up to (and beyond, in some cases) grade level, the 
program also has succeeded in increasing students’ volume of independent 

voluntary reading.  In 2007, the New Jersey School Boards Association voted 
the CRA an “Exemplary Practice” in special education for program efficacy 

and its unique public-private partnership.  
 

 
Is the CRA right for my child? 

Parents or guardians of children attending the Cranford Public Schools who 
believe the Cranford Reading Academy might be right for their child should 
contact Dr. James L. McLaughlin, Assistant Superintendent, at 
mclaughlin@cranfordschools.org to learn more about the program. 

 

 
 

Help us help the children 
Companies, individuals, and community organizations interested in 

becoming a CRA program sponsor should contact Susan Caruso Green, Grant 
Specialist, Cranford Public Schools, 132 Thomas Street, Cranford, NJ 07016, 

Telephone: 908-709-6207, and Email: susan.caruso@cranfordschools.org.  

 

 



Our Supporters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are grateful for the support of our sponsors. Without their support, this reading 

enrichment project would not be possible! 
 

Major Corporate and Business Sponsors 

 
 

TD Bank  http://tinyurl.com/267ul4q 
State Farm http://www.yournewjerseyinsurance.com/cranford-insurance 
Spencer Savings Bank  http://www.spencersavings.com/54436.html 

Roselle Savings Bank http://www.rosellesavings.com/ 
Infineum http://www.infineum.com 

All State Legal https://www.aslegal.com 
First State Bank http://www.fsbnj.com/ 
Applebees http://www.applebees.com/ 

Cali Futures http://www.califutures.com/ 
Emma’s Brick Oven Restaurant http://www.emmasbrickoven.com/ 

Elberon Development Corporation http://www.b2byellowpages.com/company-
information/852145632-elberon-development-co.html 

Universal Valve http://www.universalvalve.com/ 

Merck http://www.merck.com/ 
Investor’s Savings Bank http://www.isbnj.com/ 

Moore Stephens http://www.moore-cpa.com/ 
L’Oreal http://www.loreal.com 

Fazio, Mannuzza, Roche, Tankel, LaPilusa, LLC http://www.fmrtl.com/ 

Delta Dental of NJ http://www.deltadental.com 
Wal Mart http://www.walmart.com 

Birdsall Services Group http://www.birdsall.com/about 
Weeks Marine http://www.weeksmarine.com/contact.html 

Cogen Technologies  use no website 

Verizon http://www.verizon.com 
JACLO http://www.jaclo.com/ 

 
Major Local Organization Sponsors: 

Cranford Jaycees: http://cranfordjaycees.com 

Cranford Junior Women’s Club http://www.cranford.com/jrwomansclub/ 
United Way of Greater Union County: http://www.uwguc.org 

Friends of the Cranford Public Library: 
http://www.cranford.com/library/friends/index.asp 

 
Major Individual Donors: 

The Goodfellow Family 

The Newcomb Family 
The Murphy Family 


